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= METHERLANDS

Update:
'The new
Dutch

Building, first and foremost. But equally important, managing to give form to your
own ideas and developing a distinctive signature, That is the dilemma facing the youngest genera-
tion of architects in the Netherlands. They scarcely stand a chance in EU tendering processes and
so they rely mainly on networking to obtain commissions, After which they try to coax their clients

into opting for something a bit special. They don't always succeed; a lot of (wild) ideas remain on the
drawing board, But these five young firms have seen their first designs become reality and they have
contracts in their drawers for the design of other, very promising projects. (xrsTen HANNEWA)
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ZECC ARCHITECTEN

Utrechi-based Zecc, established by Marnix
wan der Mear (b, 1972} and Roll Bruggink

(b, 1060) in 2002, naplres to dosign ‘luokd
bulldings with an esxciting prosence’, In a
fow short yeors they have realized a large

Il projects, including many
convarslons and renovations, Aecent com-
plations include a chapal converted into
apartmaents (above) and a totally remodaelied
10304 house, Particularly desoerving of
ndmiration |8 the high lovel of detalling and
the way Zeco manages to sirike a balancae
batwean the prosarvation of whal is already
there and the addition of a new and disting-
thve layer, The coming year will ses the com-
plation of @ numbaer of housing sohamas.
www 2eccnl

Magazine
factsheet

i Betonart

What?

BETONART is published as n tribute o
conacrete which |s all too often soormed and
mada the scapegoat for mappropriste and
uncontrolled urbanization. BETONART is o
nicha architectural magazing, focusing on
contemporary axamples of local and wnivar-
wadl architectural culture featuring conorete
It ln produced and published guartarly by the
Arkitorn Architecture Center for the Turkish
Caomant Manufacturers’ Association (TCMA),
For whom?

The magazine (s aimed ot architects, stu-
dants and academics. The projects pub-
liahad are always nccompanbed by critical
taxts written by prominent architecture
oritics. Mastor architects famous for using
concrete craatively such as Auguste Perret,
Louks Kahn or Caro Scarpa are alao the
subjoct of articles.

What makes Betonart different?

Thie upside of its narrow Toous s that it
allows for o deepor and difforent contont
than mora ganeral architeciure magazines,
Tha limitation of the matarial also makes

it m challenge to find Interesting projects
wround the world which have not besn
coverad by the general architectural press.
What is Betonart's biggest claim

to fame?

Sinco its launch In 2004, BETONART has
nchioved nooeptance by many archilects,
studanis and scademics as one of tha bast
and most serious arohitecture magazines,
[OMER KEARIFAE)

W, betonan.com i
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+ EMMA

Jurg Hartog (b. 1873) and Maren de Jong
(B, 1873, the founders of Emma in Amster-
dam, believe that o new architectural
practions should conoontrate on bullding ns
much ns possible in the sarly years, Their
projects revenl an avolution lowasrds an
exprosslonistic style, For axample, thay
have deslgned n conservatory in the shapa
ol o beahive (A10810], o sculptural brick
baloony and o lofl around several organ-
cally shaped cores [balow), Now they have o
number of bigger commisaions for an office
budlding and o modest aparimant towar in
Amslerdam. Thelr aspiration is to see the
towar, which axhiblis gothic traits, bacomes
o hidden jewel within a larger housing
project oversean by DOK architacten,
ww.emma-archibecien.nl
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MONADNOGK

Monadnock | the name of o kind of hill
produced by o lengthy process of eroslon,
Only the hardest rock |s left standing. That
in how Job Florls (b, 1874), Sandor Nous
b, 1071) and Floris van dor Poal (b, 1872)
rogard bulldings, ns the hard mattor of the
city, amang which life is played out, Van
dor Poal and Floris gained expacence with
Rapp+Rapp, Nous with MYRDVY. Since 20006
thay've baen working out of their office in
Rotterdam on varlous competitions and
prajects, the first of which will be realized
this yaar. Thalr beach pavillon on the River
Mans In Rotterdam (above) wos innugu-
rated last summer, Current projects are
tha renovation of the famaous Konlnklijke
Tichalanr ceramics factory in Makkum and
the construction of a private house in Rot-
terdam.

& wwwmonadnaci nl

QUEESTE ARCHITECTEN

Queeste architecten in The Hagua was founded In 1990, The offics |s led by partners

Carli Driessen (b, 1067), Rolond Hoekstra (b, 1871) and Jarogn Trimbos (b, 1854) and now
employs 17 arohitects, Noting thal many of the ssuoss that architocts have to deal with
raguire pragmatic solutions, they go in search of the unigue within the ordinary, In thair
design for the interior of o Bed & Breakfast apartmant (left), for example, all the necessary
functions = slesping, eating, washing and storage - are ingeniously and economically fitted
tagather, turning the modest 30 m? Into o very styliah whole, At present they are working
on ssveral urban developmant plans and bullding housing in the new resldentinl sroas of
IJburg (Amsterdam) and Ypenburg (The Hague).

wwqueestearchitectennl

Urban zig-zag

TIRANA (AL} — This busy and central site
on the comer of a saclalist housing block
and at the intersection of twa main roads,
Lana River Boulevard and the city ring,
was previously accupied by a small build-
ing housing a nelghbourhood café and
some shops, Built during the heady period
of rampant and unplanned development
in the 1990s, such structures, which
sprang up all over Tirana, were unable to
build strong relations with their context,
producing urban discontinuities,

Since 2000, Tirana has been undergo-
ing a transformation inwhich the keywords
are urban repeneration and revitalization
It entails the renovation of the facades | of former socialist apartment blocks and
the reconstruction of road infrastruc-
ture. In this particular instance the twao
streets shaping the site were renewed and
enlarged. This increased the site’s mar-
kel value but decreased its physical size,
thus requiring the demalition of the kiosk
to make way for a newly designed urban
object.

The Tirana city council gave permis
sion for a new building with two floors of
retall space and a footprint of 60 m2, and
required the landowner, who was also the
developer, to come up with a contemporary
piece of architecture, These strict require

On the spot

POWERHOLUSE COMPANY

Powsrhouse Company (2008) consists of Nanne de Fu
[NL, b, 1978) and Charles Bessard (FA, b, 1871), It was sel
up as an international practios with offices In Rotterdam
and Copanhagen - the ochanpast and most sxpansive
citles of the northarn EU respactivaly, The two affices
funation as one, courtesy of such modern conveniances
mn budget alrlines, skype and Gmall ([one aooount per
project). In thelr view designing |s all about specificity

= spaces that confer naw usage and meaning on the
oonboxt, “whather it's the luxury minl-world of a villa or a
hooligan-proof public space’. Powerhouse Company s
currently working on the completion of private houses in
the Netherlands, Danmark and France,

W ponerhause-companyom
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ALLARD ARCHITECTURE

Alter graduation, Allard Melne Jansen (b, 1070) worked
first for Herman Herzberger, Aenzo Piano, Massimilinno
Fuksas and De Architekten Che,, before setting up his own
practice in 2008, His first bullt work was the conversion of
n lormer boxing school In Amsterdam Into his own home-
office. Since then he has worked on several studies for
propoerty developers. Now ho has his first new-bulld com-
mission, a multl-ocoupanoy bullding in Amsterdam Morth.
Th deslgn, antitled ‘Matchbox', s o stacking of commer-
clal units that are rototed and shifted with respect o ane
another = o sirmtegy designed to libarate tham from thelr
claustrophoble situation betwean two bigger bulldings
and to underscore the individuality of the users,

www allardarchitecture, com
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ments prompted the client to commission
young Albanian architect Doman Tytymce
(b, 1978) who studied and graduated in
Krakow, Poland,

The architect based his design on a
thermodynamic model created by the
plasticity of relations rather than the pro-
gramme, which was not yet clear in the
brief, The resulting building is shaped by
a combination of the developer's desire
for maximum visual and physical contact
between potential customers and the com-
mercial space and the desire for a piece of
high quality contemporary urban furni
LTS’ (ADELINA GRECA)



