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When it comes
to kitchen and
bath, contrasts
create compelling
combinations
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This 100-year-old chapel i1 lie Dutch city of
Utrecht was designed to meet the needs of an orde
of Catholic monks. But legal advisor Valerie Houp-
perichs and real-estate broker Robin Hagedoor,
who bought the redbrick building—part of a de-
consecrated monastery—had a very different wish
list, including luxurious kitchen cabinets and bath-
room fixtures, The challenae would be to insert
those indulgent amenities while maintaining the
spatial, almost spiritual qualities that had drawn
the couple fo the space in the first place.

enovation

firm: zecc architects site: utrecht, netherlands

Zecc Architects's Mamnix van der Meer, a 36-year-
old architect, has made a name for himself with
gutsy residential renovations. One of his first proj-
ects was to turn a water tower into a family home,
its eight rooms stacked in a brick cylinder. Around
the same time, he converted the top floor of a schoal-
house inta a huge loft for Houpperichs and Hage-
doorn. No sooner had they settled in, however,
than they found themselves buying the chapel.

[t would have been easy, Van der Meer says, to
carve up the 2,700 square feet into a relatively con-
ventional house, obscuring much of what made the
building unigue. At the other extreme, he says, "We
could have put in a bed and called it a home." In-
stead, he sought a middle ground: addressing do-
mestic functions without inserting any more walls
than needed.

His biggest intervention was to create an alcove
for a kitchen beneath a mezzanine study, supported
from below so that it doesn't touch the walls. A larger
replacement for the original organ loft, it's reached
by a dramatic stair with cantilevered treads. “"Some-
times we call it the stairway to heaven,” he jokes.
Indeed, the mezzanine's nearly 10-foot height pro-
vides an opportunity to appreciate the building’s
ethereal architecture from an aerial perspective. =
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At the same time, he added 10 skylights and a
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