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Chapel Utrecht
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Architect Zecc Architecten BNA - Rolf Bruggink. Mamix van der Meer waww.zecc.nl
Location Nieuwegracht, Herenstraat 4k Utrecht, The Netherlands Bullt Area 250m" Photograph Carmbread Works
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General view
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A residential space is a dwelling for individuals. It distinguishes itself
from others by the diversity resulting from reflecting its owner.
Especially these days, an unusual and exquisite spatial structure is
designed based on the character and interest of the user, Chapel
Utrecht, the Netherlands is also quite different from the existing
residences.

This project involves a transformation of a previous sacred church
into a residential space. If you step inside the entrance, the white
interior welcomes with a calm, comfortable, clear and clean
atmosphere. The most noticeable element in this project is the
leaded glass, which has been maintained by the designer despite of
their contribution to the dark character of the church. For this
reason roof light are attached to the space, through which diffused
day light enters the chapel and tinges the pure white space with
beautiful colors. In combination with a completely white surface
finishes, the leaded glass comes to life. The users will be mindful of
their behaviors and thoughts, which would help them to review their
day and eventually to lead them to a truthful life. The glass front is
almost Mondriaan-like, and contains references to the original
leaded glass that tells a religious story in a more aesthetic way. Like
the apple of human's eye, this is one of the most critical elements in
this space. The balcony at the organ is maintained and extended in
the shape of an organizing element, free in the space. This not only
functions as a partition in the open living area, but also emphasizes
the religious aspect of the space. A new spatial hierarchy is created
by the asymmetric placing of the organizing element. The object is
kept very minimal and is given abstract shapes, by which it creates a
contrast with the original, soft shapes of the chapel.

The new design applied to the existing building elevates mystic
expectation among people, because a nice field of tension comes
into existence between the old and new function. In this sense,
Chapel Utrecht successfully achieved what it had been sought after:
a chapel where one can literally live and rest. It makes the space all
the more precious and beautiful. The visitors would also be able to

open their mind and have a natural, friendly conversation.
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Cross Section
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Ground Floar plan



Study space




Window design
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Longitudinal Section
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