If stone walls
could talk

& oaéa s1) — The Karst region
is a very peculiar landscape
between the Gulfof Trieste and
1he Vipavska Valley, character-
ized by a distinctive landscape

of water-eroded limestone,
rugged nature and vernacular
stone architecture. The Skratelj
homestead in Divata served as
aninn fortravellers from the 17th
century until World War I, If stone
walls could talk, the most amaz-
ing starywould certainly be that

The conversion, carried outby | structures and the surrounding
young architects Matja# Boléina, | landscape. The project respects
of Rita Ina, Slovenia's firstinter- Ernest MilEinovic and Teja Savelli, | the existing footprint of the
national film star, who was born thoughtfully questions the homestead within the village,
here. She inspired the farmstead's | relationships between contem- while the characteristic Karst
conversion inte the Muszum of porary interventions and cultural | stene wall provided the main

tharough transformation; an impos-
buildings: the house will host the ing steel structure rests on the old
information centre, the former wall and carries the roof, walls
stables the museum collection,and | and floor. The structure creates

the storehouse has been turned into | a U-shaped room that hoversin
amulti-purpose hall. The former the space, leaving the area below

complex is composed of three The various parts of the com-

walls were carefully preserved, new | possibil Lies_fu' future scenarios.
plex, from street facade to inner

walls were erected using stones (MAJAVARDJAN)

i the i RENOVATION OF THE S5KRATELJ
courtyard and grass fields behind fi?undn.n site. And the SLSI&IHEIHE HOMESTEAD INTO THE MUSELIM OF
are defined by the old stone walls, dimension of the project doesn't SLOVENIAN FILM ACTORS, 2008-2010
simultaneously separating and con- | end here, for while the conversion of | architects Matjaz ol MilEinovi

necting the programmes with the | the homestead is finished, the nat- [ 204 e Sl ClentMuseur ofSiovan a0

Slovenian Film Actors. heritage, as well as between built | theme for the conversion. The stables have undergone the most without partitions. open-air cinema. While the original | ural surroundings still offer myriad | infe www.mizejdivacas
E){tenSlon to concrete grid which rises up to the
d th lif eaves height of its old neighbour,
exl en e e enclosing a third-floor roof terrace. intervention they had to
Of a build- Ta the front the frame is divided Energ{- strike a careful h)allanl:e
IIlg into five sections, matching the between the heritage
vertical rhythm of the facade of the Ilelltl'a.l &

B3 GLASCOW (uk) — In the muddled
mediocrity that is much of the
urban form between Glasgow
and Edinburgh, architects Elder &
Cannon have produced a piece of
simple sephistication, and a study
in how an extension, completely
of its own time, can bath enhance
and extend the life of a building
almost 100 years its senior.

The sober classical Edward-
ian building had provided the
Shettleston Co-operative Society
with offices, a warehouse and a
community hall since 1512, Refur-
bished by the Shettleston Housing
Association as its offices in 1989,
by 2000t was already too small.
Rather than move, the Housing
Association recognized the im-
portance of both the building and
its community associations, and
resalved to remodel it and extend
into their car park.

The new building acknowl-
edges the primacy of the old
building by framing the two new
floors of accommodation with
a meticulously formed white
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old building. The public enter the
building between the new frame
and the old building. Refurbish-
ment of the old building retained
much efthe old fabric, but opened
out each floor tocreate light-filled,
glass-walled working spaces.

With & largely passive strategy
far provision of light and ventila-
tion, the services for the combined
new and old buildings were
rationalized. By restricting the
new building to two storeys, the
oppartunity was taken to open up
the south-facing top wall of the
(higher) old building to bring light
intothe top floor. This is an ex
ample of high quality architecture
carried out on a low budget, by an
aspirational client with a strong
commitment to the sustainability
of their community in its broadest
SENSE. (ANDREW GUEST)

SHETTLESTON HOUSING
ASSOCIATION OFFICES, 2010
Architects Eder & Cannor Efient Shettleston
Huousing Assnciation Address, 65 Pettigren
Street, Clasgaw G12 748, Seatland Infa.

warw shettieston.co.uk
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heritage

= DRIEBERGEN (WL) — Listed
buildings are a valued part
of a society’s cultural heri-
tage, but at the same time
their high maintenance
and energy costs, together
with the many restrictions
placed on alterations, can
make them an enerous bur-
den fortheir owners, itis
clear that with both adap-
tive reuse and sustainabil-
ity becoming increasingly
impartant themes, there
is an urgent need for new
architectural solutions for
these buildings. This reno-
vation of a listed villa,
a collaboration between
Zeccarchitecten and OPAI
(One Planet Architecture
institute, the knowledge
centre of architect Thomas
Rau), serves as an example
for the future.

The high ambitions
for the project began with
the local authority which,
rather than simply putting
itup for sale, promised it
to whoever could come up
with the most sustainable
renovation concepin com-
bination with a reasonable
offer. The prospective buyer
(a foundation commitzed
to sustainable renovation
of historical buildings)
consulted OPAi who came
upwith the idea of an
energy-neutral heritage
building, the firstinthe
Netherlands.

The big challenge facing
the designers from Zecc
was that for each and every

quality of the building and
ihe new energy concept, It
was a form of integration
for which no ready-made
recipe existed and which in
furture, 100, will have 1o be
determined on a building
by Building basis.

With regard tothe heri-
tage value, it was decided
to insulate the visually
defining frent elevation on
theinside, At the back of
the building the rear eleva-
tion and an annex were
insulated from the outside.
By making the secondary
glazing largerthan the
existing frames, all the
interventions remain vis-
ible. They have also been
carried out in such a way
that everything can |ater
be returned to its original
state, should epinions
change.

Apart from good insula-
tion, energy-neutrality
was achieved throughthe
installation of a heat pump
{making use of geothermal
energy), solar panels (for
hot tap water and central
heating) and photovoltaic
panels onthe roof at the
rear (for electricity). The
house is connected to the
electricity grid; on dark
days it draws power from
it, while at other times it re-
Turns surplus electricity w
the grid. (LIRSTEN HANNEMA)

RENOVATION OF A VILLA,
2008 - 2010

Architeet Zece anchitecian Energy
concept 0PI (One Planes
Archaecture (nstitute) Client Private
{Fauindatian for sustainable
renawation of historical buildings)
Address Diederichslaan 12
Driebergen Info ww zecc.nl

P
Retaining
a church’s
spirit

11 RUSH (IE)= As more
and more people

turn their backs on
religion, churches all
over Europe arefalling
into disuse. The big old
churches are Lo expen-
sive far small communi-
ties to maintain and so
smaller new onesare
built - easier to main-
tain, much more com-
fartable and cheaper to
operate. Asitis difficult
ta fit new functions into
the old churches, a lotof
them = mainly from the
post-war period = have
already been demaol-
ished. The heritage
buildings, however, are
adifferent stary. Careful
attention is givento
rencvating these build-

ings in order o keep
their spirits alive.

The conversion
of St Maur's Church
in Rush into the town
libraryis one such sus-
tainable intervention.
MeCullough Mulvin
Architects decided
right from the start not
o make any changes
tothe traditiona
extenior. And although
the interior has been
modernized, the ar-
chitects were at pains
to‘rescue’ existing
materials and internal
features as much as
possible. By way of
contrast, an undulating
plane of American wal-
nut was added, which
fills the nave, pushing
tensely againstthe
oldershell. The plane
forms a continuous
route from entrance to
‘altar, accommodating
a reception desk, new
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galleries, book stor- town’s agricultural
ageand alight shaft. | basis. The conversion
Outside, the projectwon the Best
churchyard has Restoration/Conser-
become a garden. wvation category in the
Combining strips of RIAI Irish Architecture
concrete,insetwith | Awards 2010,
the words Rush and {KIRSTEN HANNEMA)
L_L‘rary.lnlerspersed RUSH LIBRARY, 2010
with channels plant-—{ et woruitough Muin
ed with grasses and Client Fingal County Council
vegetables thear. | Weedimurc e
chitects have merged | Lbrary, Chapel Green, Rush
the spiritofthe blin Info wom

oughmulyin.com,
graveyard with the wanw.amernzanhardwoed ceg
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