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Selling deserted shophouses to private individuals seems fo be one of the ways fo revitalize RoHerdam’s ne

neighbourhoods. Traditionally a shophouse contains three-four small apartments, each occupying an enfire floor, yel,

aiming 1o attract bete candition that ihe new own-

grounded public, the municipality sells enfire buildings under i

ers will restore them within a specified period of fime, merging se

ral apariments info a single residence. In other

f houses ane

3y that is epposite fo the comr

1 trend of many inner ciies where la

divided into several apariments

Located in the soul

n part ol Roterdarn, the Black Pe

fl co-designed by Studio Roll ir and Zece Architects is ane such

example. A shophouse that remained empty for nearly 30 years was not merely revamped but turned into an archi-

3l spectacie, 8 design experiment with fime and space. Ils century-ald masonry, rames and windowg

enfirely coverad with shiny black oil. This puts a symbolic shadow over the h

foric faca

while a new and very dif-
ferent way of living is broadcasted fo the outer world by a set of iregularly placed square windows. Inside, fraces of
the past are also kept visible. Old Banister along the wall and holes lett by the remaved floor jolsts reveal the original

layout, which has been completeh

ersed in the dweling's current reincarmation.

The existing bullding becomes an empty box filled with new contents; all walls and floors were demalished 1o create

2 unif

b Sm-wide, 10m-long and 1m-h

igh space. Living spaces are connected by voids, large stairwells and long

sightiines. All redundant banisters, railing and doars are left out, causing a high degree of spatial abstraction. Floors,

walls, stairs and ceilings blend in an almost Escher-like impossibility, yet the shophouse is perfectly liveable. Three dif-

ferent eworldss are stacked inside the sboxs.

a

workshop, the house and the rool garden. The greund floor hos

Sm-high workshop, connected with a «roof tiles-and-bamboo gardens. With most of the facilities ined up along the

walls, in one confinuous element, the workshop is seen as a max

ally open space. The nex is 8 6m-high







%@.ﬁr’.f& ..

- ——

VAN waamraan a

SARRUILTIATT (14




