Black Pearl Rotterdam South
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Design Studio Rolf.fr + Zecc Architecten Design Team Rolf,
Yffi van den Berg, Marnix van der Meer Construction De

Bouwflip Location Rotterdam, The Netherlands Use
House and Studio Area 170m?* Floor Wooden Joist Wall
Wooden Beams Photo Jan Bitter
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The renovation of the Rotterdam ‘metier house’ is turned into an architectural spectacle, where was experimented with

time and space. This metier house that has been empty for nearly 30 years has old facade of a dwelling in a closed
housing unit, is totally painted black. Both masonry, frames and ‘windows' are covered with a shiny black oil.

In some places the new transparent windows pierce through the historical facade. The new windows announce a time
with a very different way of living. This creates a relationship between the original facade and the new interpretation which
become readable.

Just like in the facade, also in the interior the traces of the past remained visible. On the building walls an old banister and
holes of removed floor joists reveal the original layout of the dwelling. The traditional layout of floors and walls, which
compose the rooms are missing. Instead a series of small wooden slats compose a huge sculptural element. By this is a
continuous space is left between the four walls of the historic building. This creates living spaces, which are connected by
voids, large stairwells and long sightlines. All redundant banisters, railings and doors are left out, causing a high degree
of spatial abstraction. Floors, walls, stairs and ceilings blend together.

In the lower part of the house a large workroom is placed connected to the 'roof tiles-bamboo garden’. Above is a series
of semi-open living functions : living, eating, cooking, study, sleeping and a bathroom, closet. A new greenhouse is placed

with a hot tub with a stunning view.
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