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In Utrecht’s Berlijnplein, an extraordinary parking building has been realised with a striking tower, 
adding a landmark to Leidsche Rijn Centre. The building accommodates 620 vehicles that can use 
three entrances to access the column-free floor areas on eight parking levels. 
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Berlijnplein is part of Leidsche Rijn Centre 
and is located above the A2 tunnel. The car 
park is in a prominent position on the square, 
forming the corner of several blocks in Leidsche 
Rijn Centre. For this reason, the building has 
not been given the abstract and anonymous 
look of a multi-storey car park, but has been 
designed to have a clear and appealing identity. 
It is more reminiscent of an office or school 
building. This identity is accentuated by the 
expressive tower that also serves the function 
of communicating the building’s P+R status. A 
light-emitting pinnacle marks the highest point 
of the tower. This tower simultaneously serves 
a public function for the area, marking the 
end of the covered pedestrianised route from 
Parijsboulevard. Leidsche Rijn Centre lacks the 
usual landmarks characteristic of historic city 
centres. To make up for the lack of a church 
tower or town hall, the area has been given 
additional marking. Leidsche Rijn now features 
the splendour of a parking cathedral.
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Designed with a strong rhythm on all sides of 
the façade, the building’s layout continually 
responds to its context. The façade on 
Berlijnplein is the most vibrant, featuring a tall 
plinth that incorporates a commercial function. 
Its verticality is accentuated by the masonry 
work and façade openings. The other façades all 
feature a different composition, bringing variety 
to the overall appearance. The façade openings, 
intended to facilitate ventilation in the car park, 
have been finished with a perforated, slightly 
glossy sheeting within a steel frame, divided up 
like a window frame, which is suggestive of a 
residential/office building. It is even feasible that 
the building will be transformed into residential 
accommodation in the future and preparations 
have been made for two additional storeys. 
The use of brick is also more reminiscent of a 
residential function than a utility building. The 
building features a plinth in anthracite-coloured 
aesthetic concrete and façade elements with 
cast bricks-on-edge. The tower also incorporates 
traditional masonry work. Nesting opportunities 
have been created in the tower for swifts and 
bats.
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The car park has three vehicle entrances, one of which is underground. For users of the A2, the car 
park can be accessed via an entrance on two layers below ground level in Berlijnplein. For residents 
of Leidsche Rijn, the building is accessible from Berlijnplein and there is also an entrance on the 
Utrecht city side in Vleutensebaan. 
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Installations in the building have been limited as far as possible by making use of natural 
ventilation and daylight. The lighting is LED and there is also a smart occupied/available system 
that guides cars to a space, preventing unnecessary traffic movements.
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The roof has been given an extraordinary 
quality. Cars here park under a large ‘pergola’ 
of solar panels that can be used to charge 
electric vehicles. The roof of the car park has 
also been enhanced by the artwork ‘Weidsheid’ 
by the artist duo BROOS (Pietertje van Splunter 
and Zeger Reyers). The green roof landscape 
on the parapet of the car park evokes the 
peat meadow landscape that was once here, 
bringing the viewer back into contact with 
the area’s origins. This green strip is like a 
new horizon above which the sky once more 
connects with the land. The Snipe on the roof 
of the staircase gives an additional accent, 
creating wonderment and awareness. The large 
meadow bird draws attention to the vulnerable 
nature nearby and reinforces the identity of 
this place. The artwork was made possible 
thanks to the 1.5% ruling applied by the City 
of Utrecht since 1945. According to this ruling, 
1.5% of the construction amount is set aside 
for art whenever public buildings are built or 
refurbished.
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second floor third floor
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