client Keystone Vastgoed

owner Syntrus Achmea Real Estate & Finance

category housing

project team Roy van Maarseveen, Bart Kellerhuis, Koen Portzgen,
Niels Hartsuiker, René de Korte, Pim van Tol

contractor Bouwbedrijf Wessels Zeist

advisors Pieters bouwtechniek (construction advice)
Ingenieursbureau Deuring (building physics & regulations)

program 80 mid-rent apartments, studio homes and commercial space

floor area 8.200 m2

period 2018 - 2023

location Utrecht

In the heart of the Cartesiusdriehoek stands apartment building Solo. In the coming years, a lively urban
district will be developed here with approximately 2,800 homes and supporting functions. Building Solo
consists of 80 rental apartments, including 7 studio apartments, 10 Friends apartments and 575 m2 of
commercial space in the plinth.

The eye-catching building with rounded corners has a contemporary industrial character with continuous
outdoor spaces on all sides. The apartments are organized around a raised green courtyard with space
for meeting. The courtyard and central bicycle storage are accessible through a double-height gate with
industrial latticework.
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Solitary

Solo owes its name to its solitary character. Now Solo is the first completed residential building,
soon Solo will stand in the middle of the park and the heart of the urban district Cartesiusdriehoek.
The district consists of metropolitan building blocks in an orthogonal layout, derived from the
monumental CAB building. Through its green coloring, twisting and rounding, Solo detaches itself
from its surroundings without turning away from them.

Second Steel Skin

Solo has an industrial look with second bearing facade. The robust high plinth is composed of arched
concrete columns and beams that form a plinth for the steel structure above, which supports the
surrounding outdoor spaces. Articulation is created by a rhythm of structural columns and vertical
posts of different sizes and horizontal lines of railings. The continuous balconies and the load-bearing
steel construction reinforce the quality between inside and outside. From the inside, the wide
continuous balconies and all-glass facades provide great living quality in the form of daylight and
views. The continuous balconies prevent overheating of the homes and the refined steel construction
invites greening. Privacy screens are well integrated and the low dense area prevents cluttering.
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The rounded corners give the building a soft appearance and all-sided character. The continuous
balconies flare out further at the corners, giving the building a rounder and more elegant appearance.
This gives the corner houses a phenomenally large outdoor space.

Green

The fresh pale green color on the exterior is a reference to the industrial character and past of the
site and has been used more often in large industrial halls and structures around the project site,
but is also fresh and distinctive in comparison to the future surrounding buildings. To contrast and
complement the fresh and industrial exterior, a warmer softer look with light browns and reds has
been chosen in the court. This gives the court a secure appearance with a residential quality, which is
reinforced by the central tree and planters around it. By means of wires along the construction, the
greenery will also be guided upwards in the court in the coming years.

1. ALZIJDIG HELDER VOLUME 2. OPGETILDE PLINT 3. GROENE BUITENRUIMTES 4. AFGERONDE HOEKEN
heldere vorm en gevellijn programma in plint intensiveren buitenruimtes met groen gebouw als drager van groen
moderne bouwmethodiek opgetilde plint met commerciéle ruimte als filter rondom hoeken afronden tbv. verbijzondering als

efficiént grid woon-werkstudio’s overgang gebouw en park solitair
modern industrieel alzijdig levendige verschijning hof en ontsluiting aan binnenzijde verzachting van volume

alzijdige structuur half verdiepte fietsstalling versterken van karakter solitair
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Structure

The plan is designed from a rational square with an inner courtyard. Dwellings are accessed from the
courtyard via the deck and walk-through galleries. Elevators and stairs are placed in the axes of the
building volume, allowing a free view of the courtyard from the houses.

On the gallery floors, in the layout of a windmill, the various apartments are located, each with a
generous outdoor space across the full width. Basically, the intermediate apartments have an equal
position of shafts and facilities. By moving one wall and the arrangement of the kitchen, pass-
through and traditional apartments with full-width living rooms were created.

The corner apartments with rounded living room give a panoramic view of the park and the city with
and very generous continuous outdoor space along the entire apartment.

Matching the target group for the middle segment, the larger Friends apartments are located around
the stairwell with a collective living room and kitchen and for each resident their own private bedroom
and bathroom. The transparent plinth provides space for commercial (catering) program and high-
rise studio apartments for creative starters, surrounded by a margin strip and terraces providing
access for visitors.
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longitudinal section
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The front doors of the studio homes are located on the elevated central courtyard. In addition to
workspace, the studio homes contain compact living space at court level and sleeping space on the
inset volume with wet rooms and storage. Repetition of structure, uniformity in detailing and the
stacked construction for balconies and galleries ensured a short construction time of about one year.

Bicycle

Solo is a building for cyclists. Due to its location in the middle of the park and the car-free environment
around it, the use of bicycles is central for the residents. The bicycle storage is spacious; all bicycles
are at ground level, there is plenty of room for special sized bicycles and electric charging stations.

The semi-underground covered bicycle storage is accessed via a lazy staircase. In the center of the
deck is a patio created with room for a mature tree in full ground. Daylight enters through this patio
and a beautiful staircase was created as a connection to the central deck.
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ground level
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Zecc Architecten
Tractieweg 41 (studio A)
3534 AP Utrecht
Nederland

T+31(0)30 273 1289
info@zecc.nl
www.zecc.nl

Photographer
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