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Opened facades
The facades of The Vasim are open in all directions. At the location of the central axes, new windows have 
been placed that provide access to the collective entrances. These entrances are connected over several 
floors and have floor balconies with function for meetings. 
 
The repeating structure of concrete construction and shell roofs, had an infill of brickwork bands and arched 
windows. The arched windows had been sealed with glass bricks, but the original concrete ribs, which 
formerly housed the steel factory windows were still present. By bringing back these windows in a modern 
way, light once again falls into the halls from above, the shell roofs are visible from outside, and there is 
also a direct view from the work spaces on the upper floors to the vortex and bridge crossing.
 
New openings have been added in the brickwork bands at dike level in both side facades, each on the east 
and west sides responding in its own way to the scale of the surroundings and functions behind. On the 
west side, four large windows to the large vortex have been added, two of which are fixed and openable. 
The leftmost window provides access to the deck with terrace; the third window from the left is used for 
loading and unloading the event space. On the east side, smaller windows have been added in the area of 
the studios that provide daylight to the various studio spaces, dance and circus school and give a view of 
the outdoor plaza on the Little Vortex and under the arches of the bridge.

Industrial interior
The first two halls form the Work City and in this a new wooden element was added that landed in the two 
halls like an industrial machine. A reference to the machine that used to be in these two halls for processing 
fly ash.

The wooden volume has 3 levels and houses several studios, studios of different types of creative 
entrepreneurs and classrooms for the college. The wooden furniture forms a softening against the brutal 
concrete inner world. The industrial pale green color scheme recurs as an accent color in several places and 
forms a connecting component in the interventions and newly added elements throughout the building. The 
remaining space on the dike level provides space for meeting and interaction, exhibition space, terrace of 
the catering and will be filled and brought to life together with the users in the coming years.

The east facade of The Vasim as seen from the Little Vortex
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Central axis with new entrance is fully glazed, the link between Work City, event space and the Vortex
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The central axis with new main entrance and stairs to event space

The Working City from the central axis at the level of the dike
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The dike-level balcony between the event space and the Work City with a view of the Kolk

The bridge in the central axis with entrance to the Work City and view of the existing concrete structure & installation 
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The new wooden volumes in the Work City contrast with the existing concrete structure and central axis with installation 
corridor
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The Boxing School in the basement at the column level still shows a good view of the concrete construction of the plinth

One of Werkstad’s creative studios in use
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Exploded view functions	  (source: image Lingotto)
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View of The Vasim with characteristic scale roofs with arched windows, chimneys, installation ridge and bridge De 
Oversteek
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